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EUGENE VAN WAGNER

Box 1-1 Letter dated 1909 from Molokai to Caro, Michigan
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VETERANS OF THE OLD GUARD
(CITIZENS’ GUARD)

Organization was formed in July 1923 of surviving members of the former Citizens’
Guard, active at the time of the overthrow of the monarchy (1893), the 1895 revolution, and
through the ceremony of annexation of Hawaii by the U.S. (1898).

Box 1-1 List of names in Army of Hawaii, roster of Citizens’ Guard, n.d.; Newspaper
clippings, n.d.; List of Veterans Hawaii Guard, 1893 ~ 1898; Constitution and
by-laws; Receipts and correspondence, 1945 — 1960; Membership cards; Three
photos; Annual dues 1941 ~ 1950; Minutes of meeting, July 22, 1923
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LOVE MOLLER VETLESON
(1861 — 1936)

Bom August 10 in Porsgrund, Norway
Graduated Civic School, Porsgrund

May 13 arrived Hawaii; employed as bookkeeper and salesman in Wailuku and
Kahului

Appointed Commissioner of Agriculture; served until 1904
Appointed Inspector of Elections, Maui

Appointed acting consular agent U.S. at Kahului until 1894

Manager, Hawaiian Hardware Company, Honolulu, until 1899

May, paymaster and bookkeeper Maunalei Plantation, Lanai, until June 1901
Appointed Postmaster, Lanai, until 1901

November 7, married Lucy Talula Gibson Hayselden of Lahaina, divorced 1904;
two children

November, appointed deputy collector of customs, Lahaina, until 1903

Employed by Mutual Telephone Company, Honolulu, as accountant and cashier
until 1920

December 19, appointed Consul of Norway

May 14, appointed License Commissioner

Accountant, Masonic Temple, Honolulu, until 1924 and 1927 - 1936

Died November 10 in Honolulu

Trap shooters’ score book, n.d.; What the Board of Health desires for the Leper
Settlement, n.d.; List of appointed agents on election day, 1892; By-laws of
Aloha Lodge No. 3 Knights of Pythias, 1890; List of members of the Board of

Inspectors of Election for 2nd precinct, district of South Wailuku, 1891; Letters,
1892 - 1908; Inspectors’ statement on election results, 1892; Permission issued
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by the Board of Health to visit the Leper Settlement for legislative purposes,
1905; Wilder’s Steamship Company passenger ticket, 1905; Receipt, 1899;
Thank you note, 1908
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D1

Box 1-5

Box 1-6

Box 1-7
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FRANCISCO RODRIGUEZ VIDA
(1808 — 1851)
Born October 10, Buenos Aires

February 24, co-partner with E. H. von Pfister, in Honolulu
December 9, supercargo on Ship Beatrix, arrived Honolulu

July 27, wife Carmen Escanilla de Rodrigues, and children, Domatila, Carmen
and Roy Daniel, arrived in Honolulu from France

August 25, Vida appointed Consul of Chile

November 15, appointed Commercial Agent of Spain for Honolulu

In business in Honolulu, Gunam and Manila as general merchant and ship chandler
November, co-partner with Thomas Spencer

March, partnership with Spencer dissolved

Died September 22 in Honolulu; body embalmed and shipped to Valparaiso for
burial

Log and book of accounts of Beatrix on voyage from Callao to Honolulu, in
Spanish, October 28, 1846 — February 28, 1847

Sales journal, November 1848 — November 1850

Journal, February 7, 1849 — November 26, 1849

Documents pertaining to settlement of estate of F. R. Vida, 1848 — 1852 (See
also Probate 2417)

General journal, January 1, 1851 to October 15, 1852

Account ledger, September 23, 1851 — June 28, 1852
Cash joumal, December 31, 1850 — December 31, 1852

Estate, 1853
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PAUL J. VOELLER

Paul J. Voeller was a telephone operator for Mutual Telephone Company, 1884 — 1890;
worked as clerk for Charles J. Hustace; in 1896 went into business for himself as an independent
grocer with his store at Fort and Beretania; left Honolulu late in 1898 or early in 1899 since this
letter was written from San Francisco.

Box 1-1 Letter from San Francisco, dated March 8, 1899
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VOLUNTEER DEFENSE FORCES,

MIDDLE PACIFIC AREA
Personnel Records
Dates: 1942-1946
Extent of records: 11 cubic feet in cubic foot boxes.

Physical condition: Records are in good condition in spite of highly acidic paper. Corners and
edges creased or curled from improper foldering. Records are legible.
Most records are original, although there are some carbon copies present.

Restriction: Access is restricted to individual records by subject personnel or their
legal representative. The presence of medical examination results, which
cannot be separated from the personnel record, requires restricted access
for the legally prescribed 80 years. This restriction may be lifted on July
4, 2026. [HRS 92F-14(b)(1) and HRS 94-7]

INTRODUCTION

The Volunteer Defense Forces, also known as the Civilian Military Defense Volunteers
or Organized Defense Volunteers, were organized by civilians of the Territory of Hawaii to
provide assistance to the military in case of invasion by the Japanese during World War II.
Formation of these forces required approval of Hawaii’s military governor, which was given
verbally by Lt. Gen. Delos C. Emmons on Jan. 21, 1942. Regiments were activated from
January to October, 1942, with units on all islands except Niihau. Most of the companies drew
their manpower from the sugar plantations and pineapple companies.

A majority of the Volunteer Defense Forces were ineligible for military service in the
U.S. armed forces, either because of age, physical limitations, health, or other factors.
However, once enlisted, the volunteers held soldier status and were subject to the orders of the
Commanding General of the Central Pacific Area. They fell within the authority of a special
staff section known as the Office of Civilian Component Affairs. The volunteers were trained
for active service and equipped with arms and ammunition and were considered a part of the
military defense of the Territory of Hawaii. Many of the troops were Filipino plantation laborers
who were not permitted to enlist in the U.S. Army because they were considered essential to
Hawaii's agriculture industries. There was also a Women's Army Volunteer Corps on Oahu. All
Volunteer Defense Forces units were deactivated on July 4, 1946.
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These records are valuable as documentation of a wartime civilian activity under the
auspices of the U.S. Army. They provide evidence of wartime service by individuals who
otherwise could not participate in active military service during World War II. These include:
men who were ineligible because of age, health or physical disability; women; and many
Filipino laborers who, as essential workers in the sugar industry, were not permitted to enlist in
the U.S. Army. Internal evidence suggests the influence and importance of the agricultural
industries in Hawaii.

The Volunteer Defense Forces records became the property of the Territorial Archives
of Hawaii in 1958. Presumably, the U.S. Army deposited the records in the Kansas City Records
Center sometime after the war. In 1954, they were transferred from the custody of the Dept. of
the Army, Office of the Adjutant General, Kansas City Records Center to the Territory of
Hawaii Civilian Defense Agency. Upon their arrival in Honolulu, the later agency immediately
turned the records over to the Hawaii War Records Depository at the University of Hawaii.
Citing the records as "territorial archival material," the University gave them to the Archives in
1958.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

These are personnel records created and maintained at the military unit level from 1942-
1946. Each participant’s record is composed of a Record of Service, Report of Physical
Examination, and an oath of allegiance. The Record of Service contains name, address, phone,
occupation, racial extraction, date and place of birth, present age, dates of enlistment and
discharge. The Report of Physical Examination, on the verso of the Records of Service, contains
the results of the induction physical examination. Individual records may also include waivers
acknowledging health or physical limitations, or notes conceming fitness for duty. Many forms
are incomplete. The oath of allegiance includes the individual’s name, unit assigned to, date the
oath was taken, and is signed by the inductee as well as the administering officer.

The collection also contains files of personnel dropped from their unit. Generally, there
is no explanation for this action. Separate files contain records for individuals who were rejected
for service, usually for medical reasons. Files labeled extra contain records for individuals
whose names do not appear on the quarterly rosters. Unfortunately, there is no additional
documentation that clearly defines these categories of records.

Of particular value in this collection is A general staff study civilian military defense
volunteers. It is a primary source of information about the forces. It was written before the war
ended, so is not a complete history. The records further contain two sets of display models of
service ribbons.
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ARRANGEMENT

The original order, as received by the Archives, has been retained, except in the very few
instances where there was a slight deviation from the norm. This was corrected in order to
maintain consistency.

At the collection level, the records are filed in an order determined by the date of
activation of the regiment. In other words, the units activated first come first. This explains
why some Oahu units are at the end, although the first unit organized was the Businessmen’s
Military Training Corps on that island. Thereunder, the records adhere to a military hierarchy
with regimental headquarters followed by battalion headquarters in numeric order, and
companies in alphabetical sequence. Following these are the dropped, rejected, and extra
records of each regiment.

Within each file, the officers’ records come first, according to rank. Thereafter, records
are filed alphabetically. There are a few deviations from this order where all records are in
alphabetical order, regardless of rank.

There is no name index to these records. Therefore, the researcher must know the unit
designation or geographic location in which the individual served.

SUBJECTS: Civilian-based defense
Hawaii—History-1900-1959
Military service—Voluntary-Hawaii
World War, 1939-1945-Campaigns—Hawaii
World War, 1939-1945-War work—-Hawaii

SOURCES: Allen, Gwenfread. Hawaii’s war years, 1941-1945. Honolulu: UH Press, 1949.

U.S. Army General Staff. A general staff study civilian military defense
volunteers, [ca. 1944].

Prepared by: Luella H. Kurkjian
Date: October 28, 1999
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VOLUNTEER DEFENSE FORCES, MIDDLE PACIFIC AREA

NOTE:

Box/Fldr #

M-487-1-1
M-487-1-2

M-487-1-3
M-487-1-4
M-487-1-5
M-487-1-6
M-487-1-7
M-487-1-8
M-487-1-9
M-487-1-10
M-487-1-11
M-487-1-12
M-487-1-13
M-487-1-14
M-487-1-15
M-487-1-16
M-487-1-17

M-487-1-18
M-487-1-19
M-487-1-20
M-487-1-21
M-487-1-22
M-487-1-23
M-487-1-24
M-487-1-25
M-487-1-26

PERSONNEL RECORDS
1942-1946

There is no name index to these records. Therefore, the researcher must know the unit
designation or geographic location in which the individual served.

CONTAINER LIST
Contents

General Staff study. Civilian Military Defense Volunteers, [ca. 1944]; 55 pp.
Awards Display: meritorious service ribbon; service ribbon.
Circular No. 144, 12 April, 1946.

Businessmen’s Military Training Corps [Oahu]
Regimental Headquarters.
1* Battalion Headquarters.
2" Battalion Headquarters.
Company A.
Company B.
Company C.
Company D.
Company E, officers and A-H.
Company E, J-Z.
Company F.
Company G.
Company H.
Dropped records, with roster.
Rejected, with roster, A-K.
Rejected, M-W.

Hawaii Rifles, 1" Regiment [Hawaii]
Roster.
1* Battalion Headquarters Company.
Headquarters quarterly rosters and strength reports, 1945.
Headquarters Company.
1* Regiment [unknown disposition]
2" Battalion Headquarters
3" Battalion Headquarters [troops seem to be transfers from Co. K]
Company A, Laupahoehoe, officers and A-J.
Company A, Laupahoehoe, K-Y.
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M-487-2-1
M-487-2-2
M-487-2-3
M-487-2-4
M-487-2-5
M-487-2-6
M-487-2-7
M-487-2-8
M-487-2-9
M-487-2-10
M-487-2-11
M-487-2-12
M-487-2-13
M-487-2-14
M-487-2-15
M-487-2-16
M-487-2-17
M-487-3-1
M-487-3-2
M-487-3-3
M-487-3-4
M-487-3-5
M-487-3-6
M-487-3-7
M-487-3-8

M-487-3-9

M-487-3-10
M-487-3-11
M-487-3-12
M-487-3-13
M-487-3-14
M-487-3-15
M-487-3-16
M-487-3-17
M-487-3-18
M-487-3-19

Volunteer Defense Forces
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Contents

Hawaii Rifles, 1* Regiment [Hawaii]

Company B, Hakalau, officers and A-F.

Company B, Hakalau, G-V.

Company C, Pepeekeo, officers and A-M.

Company C, Pepeekeo, N-V.

Company D, Papaikou, officers and A-J.

Company D, Papaikou, K-V.

Company E, Waiakea, officers and A-M.

Company E, Waiakea, N-V.

Company F, Olaa, officers and A-F.

Company F, Olaa, G-Y.

Company G, Olaa, officers and A-K.

Company G, Olaa, L-Y.

Company H, Olaa, officers and A-F.

Company H, Olaa, G-V.

Company I, Pahala, A-C.

Company I, Pahala, D-L.

Company I, Pahala, M-Z.

Company K, Naalehu, A-J.

Company K, Naalehu, K-Y.

Company L, attached to 1* Battalion, Wainaku, officers and A-M
Company L, attached to 1* Battalion, Wainaku, N-Y.
Company M, attached to 2™ Battalion, Hilo, officers and A-N.
Company M, attached to 2™ Battalion, Hilo, O-Y.
Dropped records, with rosters.

Rejected, with rosters.

Hawaii Rifles, 2" Regiment [Hawaii]

Headquarters Company.

1* Battalion, Headquarters.

2" Battalion, Headquarters.

3™ Battalion, Headquarters.

Company A, Kohala, officers and A-J.
Company A, Kohala, K-Y.

Company B, Kohala, officers and A-J.
Company B, Kohala, K-Y.

Company C, Kamuela, Kohala, officers and A-K.
Company C, Kamuela, Kohala, L-Y.
Company D, Kohala.
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M-487-3-20
M-487-3-21
M-487-3-22
M-487-3-23
M-487-4-1
M-487-4-2
M-487-4-3
M-487-4-4
M-487-4-5
M-487-4-6
M-487-4-7
M-487-4-8
M-487-4-9
M-487-4-10
M-487-4-11
M-487-4-12
M-487-4-13
M-487-4-14
M-487-4-15
M-487-4-16

M-487-4-17

M-487-4-18
M-487-4-19
M-487-4-20
M-487-4-21
M-487-4-22
M-487-5-1
M-487-5-2
M-487-5-3
M-487-5-4
M-487-5-5
M-487-5-6
M-487-5-7
M-487-5-8
M-487-5-9

Volunteer Defense Forces
M-487

Contents

Hawaii Rifles, 2nd Regiment, [Hawaii] continued.

Company E, Hamakua, officers and A-K.

Company E, Hamakua, L-V.

Company F, Honokaa, officers and A-M.

Company F, Honokaa, N-Z.

Company G, Hamakua, officers and A-I.

Company G, Hamakua, J-Y.

Company H, Paauhau, Honokaa, officers and A-K.
Company H, Paauhau, Honokaa, L-Y.

Company I, Kona, officers and A-G.

Company I, Kona, H-V.

Company K, attached to 1* Regiment, Honomu, officers and A-L.
Company K, attached to 1* Regiment, Honomu, M-Y.
Company L, North and South Kona, officers and A-J.
Company L, North and South Kona, K-W.

Company M, Ookala, North Hilo, officers and A-I.
Company M, Ookala, North Hilo, L-V.

Dropped, with rosters.

Rejected, with roster.

Extra records.

Unknown disposition, Kona, Jan./Feb. 1945 induction

Hawaii Cavalry, Kamuela, North Kohala.

Kauai Volunteer Infantry

Regimental Headquarters Company.

1* Battalion, Headquarters Company.

2™ Battalion, Headquarters Company.

3" Battalion, Headquarters Company.

Company A, Kekaha, officers and A-D.
Company A, Kekaha, E-P.

Company A, Kekaha, R-Y

Company B, Kekaha, Waimea, officers and A-D.
Company B, Kekaha, Waimea, E-S.

Company B, Kekaha, Waimea, T-Y and dropped.
Company C, Waimea, Makaweli, officers and A-F.
Company C, Waimea, Makaweli, G-V.

Company D, Eleele, McBryde, officers and A-G.
Company D, Eleele, McBryde, H-Y.
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Contents

M-487-5-10
M-487-5-11
M-487-5-12
M-487-5-13
M-487-5-14
M-487-5-15
M-487-5-16
M-487-5-17
M-487-5-18
M-487-5-19
M-487-6-1
M-487-6-2
M-487-6-3
M-487-6-4
M-487-6-5
M-487-6-6
M-487-6-7
M-487-6-8
M-487-6-9
M-487-6-10
M-487-6-11
M-487-6-12
M-487-6-13
M-487-6-14
M-487-6-15
M-487-6-16
M-487-6-17
M-487-6-18

M-487-6-19
M-487-6-20
M-487-6-21

Kauai Volunteer Infantry, continued.
Company E, Koloa.
Company F, Koloa, officers and A-D.

Company F, Koloa, E-N.
Company F, Koloa, O-V.

Company G, Lihue, Puhi, officers and A-F.
Company G, Lihue, Puhi, G-V.
Company H, Lihue, officers and A-F.

Company H, Lihue, G-V.

Company I, Kapaa, officers and A-F.

Company I, Kapaa, G-Y.

Company K, Kealia, officers and A-H.

Company K, Kealia, L-V.

Company L, Kilauea, officers and A-C.

Company L, Kilauea, D-P.
Company L, Kilauea, Q-Y.

Company M, Kapaa.

Service Company, Hanamaulu, officers and A-M.
Service Company, Hanamaulu, N-V.
Dropped records, A-D

Dropped records, E-P.

Dropped records, Q-Y.

Rejected, with roster.

Extra records, A-C.

Extra records, D-J.

Extra records, K-Q.

Extra records, R-Y.

Unfit for Duty roster.

VYolunteer Defense Forces
M-487

Directive to all personnel of the Kauai Volunteers from Col. Paul H.

Townsley, Jan. 1, 1944. [Filipino and English]
General Orders No. 26 to all sentinels.

Kauai Volunteer Cavalry
Mounted Troop A.
Dropped records.

Extra records.
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M-487-7-1
M-487-7-2
M-487-7-3
M-487-7-4
M-487-7-5
M-487-7-6
M-487-7-7
M-487-7-8
M-487-7-9
M-487-7-10
M-487-7-11
M-487-7-12
M-487-7-13
M-487-7-14
M-487-7-15
M-487-7-16
M-487-7-17
M-487-7-18
M-487-7-19
M-487-7-20

M-487-7-21
M-487-7-22
M-487-7-23

M-487-8-1
M-487-8-2
M-487-8-3
M-487-8-4
M-487-8-5
M-487-8-6
M-487-8-7
M-487-8-8
M-487-8-9
M-487-8-10
M-487-8-11

Contents

Maui Volunteer Infantry

1* Regimental Headquarters.

1* Battalion Headquarters Company, Lahaina,
2" Battalion Headquarters Company, Wailuku.
3" Battalion Headquarters Company, Puunene.
Company A, Lahaina

Company B, Lahaina

Company C, Lahaina.

Company E, Wailuku.

Company G, Wailuku.

Company H, Hana

Company I, Puunene, officers and A-M.
Company I, Puunene, P-W.

Company K, Puunene, officers and A-L.
Company K, Puunene, M-W.

Company L, Paia.

Company M, Haliimaile.

Dropped records, with rosters.

Rejected, with roster

Extra records, with rosters.

Discharged, 1944.

Maui Volunteer Cavalry

1* Squadron, with roster, officers and A-K.
1* Squadron, L-W.
Rejected, with roster.

Oahu Volunteer Infantry, 1* Regiment - Hawaii Scouts

Volunteer Defense Forces
M-487

Regimental Headquarters and Headquarters Company.

1* Battalion Headquarters Company.
2" Battalion Headquarters Company.
3" Battalion Headquarters Company.
Company A, Waialua.

Company B, Waialua, officers and A-P.
Company B, Waialua, R-Y.

Company C, Waialua.

Company D, Waipio.

Company E, Kahuku, officers and A-L.
Company E, Kahuku, M-Y.
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M-487-8-12
M-487-8-13
M-487-8-14
M-487-8-15
M-487-8-16
M-487-8-17
M-487-8-18
M-487-8-19
M-487-8-20
M-487-8-21
M-487-9-1
M-487-9-2
M-487-9-3
M-487-9-4
M-487-9-5
M-487-9-6
M-487-9-7
M-487-9-8

M-487-9-9

M-487-9-10
M-487-9-11
M-487-9-12
M-487-9-13
M-487-9-14
M-487-9-15
M-487-9-16
M-487-9-17
M-487-9-18
M-487-9-19
M-487-9-20
M-487-9-21
M-487-9-22
M-487-9-23
M-487-9-24
M-487-9-25
M-487-10-1
M-487-10-2

Volunteer Defense Forces
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Contents

Oahu Volunteer Infantry, 1* Regiment - Hawaii Scouts continued

Company F, Kahuku, officers and A-I.
Company F, Kahuku, J-Y.

Company G, Kunia, officers and A-G.
Company G, Kunia, H-W.

Company H, Wahiawa, officers and A-M.
Company H, Wahiawa, N-V.

Company I, Wahiawa, officers and A-J.
Company I, Wahiawa, K-Y.

Company K, Wahiawa, officers and A-J.
Company K, Wahiawa, K-Y.

Company L, Wahiawa, officers and A-G.
Company L, Wahiawa, H-Y.

Company M, Wahiawa, officers and A-G.
Company M, Wahiawa, J-V.

Wahiawa Detachment.

Dropped records, with rosters.

Rejected, with roster.

Extra record, with rosters.

Oahu Volunteer Infantry, 2nd Regiment - Hawaii Scouts

Regimental Headquarters.

1* Battalion Headquarters.

2" Battalion Headquarters.

3" Battalion Headquarters

Company A, Ewa, officers and A-J.
Company A, Ewa, L-Y.

Company B, Ewa, officers and A-P.
Company B, Ewa, Q-W.

Company C, Ewa, officers and A-M.
Company C, Ewa, N-Y.

Company D, Waianae.

Company E, Aiea.

Company F, Aiea.

Company G, Aiea.

Company H, Waimanalo.

Company I, Waipahu, officers and A-G.
Company I, Waipahu , H-Y.

Company K, Waipahu, officers and A-G.
Company K, Waipahu, J-Z.
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M-487-10-3
M-487-10-4
M-487-10-5
M-487-10-6

M-487-10-7
M-487-10-8
M-487-10-9
M-487-10-10
M-487-10-11
M-487-10-12
M-487-10-13
M-487-10-14
M-487-10-15

M-487-10-16
M-487-10-17
M-487-10-18
M-487-10-19
M-487-10-20

M-487-10-21
M-487-10-22
M-487-10-23
M-487-10-24
M-487-11-1
M-487-11-2
M-487-11-3
M-487-11-4
M-487-11-5
M-487-11-6
M-487-11-7
M-487-11-8
M-487-11-9
M-487-11-10

Velunteer Defense Forces
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Contents

Oahu Volunteer Infantry, 2nd Regiment - Hawaii Scouts continued.
Company M, Kailua.
Dropped records, with rosters.
Extra records, with rosters, A- O.
Extra records, P-Y.

Hawaii Defense Volunteers [Oahu]
Headquarters Company.
Company A.
Company B, officers and A-L.
Company B, M-Y.
Company C.
Company D, officers and A-M.
Company D, N-Z.
Company E.
Company F. [Students - McKinley, Punahou, Roosevelt, St. Louis,
Stevenson].
Dropped records with roster.
Rejected with roster.
Extra record and rosters.
Quarterly rosters and strength reports,

HDV. The Defender, first anniversary souvenir edition. Honolulu:
Executive Committee of the HDV, May23, 1943.

Maui Volunteers, 2™ Regiment
Regimental Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Molokai.
Lanai Battalion Headquarters.
Company A, Maunaloa, officers and A-L.
Company A, Maunaloa, M-V.
Company B, Hoolehua.
Company C, Ualapue.
Company D, Kualapuu, officers and A-M.
Company D, Kualapuu, N-Y.
Company E, Lanai City, officers and A-M.
Company E, Lanai City, N-V.
Company F, Lanai City.
Dropped records, with roster.
Rejected, with roster.
Extra records, with rosters.
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M-487-11-11
M-487-11-12
M-487-11-13

M-487-11-14
M-487-11-15
M-487-11-16
M-487-11-17
M-487-11-18
M-487-11-19
M-487-11-20
M-487-11-21
M-487-11-22
M-487-11-23
M-487-11-24
M-487-11-25
M-487-11-25
M-487-11-26
M-487-11-27

Contents

Women’s Army Volunteer Corps
Headquarters Company.
Dropped records, with roster.
Rejected, with roster.

Hawaii Air Depot Volunteer Corps, Hickam, Oahu.

Regimental Headquarters.
1* Battalion Headquarters.
2" Battalion Headquarters.

Medical Detachment.
Company A.

Company B.

Company C.

Company D.

Company E.

Company F.
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