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COMMISSION ON AGING

INTRODUCTION

The Commission on Aging existed from 1963 to 1977, but its records include those of
two quasi-official predecessor agencies and date from 1958. It was concerned primarily with the
development and coordination of plans, policies and activities for the elderly. The records
consist of minutes and agendas of commission meetings.

Access is unrestricted.

ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY

Established: By Act 198, Session Laws of Hawaii (SLH) 1963.
Dates: 1963-1977. Its first meeting was on December 3, 1964; its last on May 26, 1977.

Predecessor Agencies: There were two quasi-official predecessor agencies:

The Committee on Aging and Chronic Diseases, 1958-1959. It was established within the
Department of Health on July 17, 1958, by the Director of Health, who also appointed its
members. It met five times between September 26, 1958 and February 16, 1959.

The Interim Commission on Aging, 1959-1964. When legislation to create a Commission on
Aging failed to be reported out of committee, the Governor appointed an Interim Commission by
“informal executive order.” It was chaired by the Director of Health, first met on July 20, 1959,
and met approximately monthly thereafter. Although it lost any official standing when the
Commission on Aging was created by Act 198 on June 5, 1963, the Interim Commission
continued to function until the Governor appointed the members of the new Commission. The

Interim Commission last met on October 8, 1964.

Organizational Relations: Independent commission of not less than 21 nor more than 27
members, appointed by the Governor, and placed in the Department of Budget and Review (later
Budget and Finance) for administrative purposes.

Functions: To:
® Provide a mechanism by which governmental and non-governmental agencies could

coordinate their plans, policies and activities with regard to aging;

® (Create public awareness and understanding of the needs and potentials of older
persons;

® Encourage state departments, universities and other appropriate agencies to conduct
needed research in the field of aging, and to carry out such research if it could not be

done by other agencies;
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Recommend legislative and administrative action on behalf of the aging;

Review legislation pertaining to older persons and appropriations made for services
on their behalf in fields such as health, social welfare, education, employment and
recreation;

Consider and recommend to the Governor and to the Legislature any revised and
additional appropriations considered to be necessary;

Appraise the availability, adequacy and accessibility of all services and facilities for
older persons within the State of Hawaii;

Study and report to the Governor and the Legislature on the operations and operating
policies affecting older persons of all state and county departments and agencies
responsible for providing services for older persons, including agencies responsible
for public health, social welfare, education, housing, employment, recreation and
retirement;

Stimulate, guide and provide technical assistance in the organization of local or
regional committees on aging, and in the planning and conduct of services, activities
and projects;

Promote the establishment of services to assist middle-aged and older persons in the
development of skills, attitudes and interests to prepare them for their later years;
Maintain contacts with local, state and federal officials and agencies concerned with
planning for middle-aged and older persons;

Cooperate with national groups on aging and arrange for participation by
representatives of the State of Hawaii in White House conferences and other national
conferences from time to time;

Administer funds appropriated or otherwise received for its work; and

Submit and annual report to the Governor and the Legislature.

Disestablished: By Act 217, SLH 1976.

Successor Agency: Executive Office of Aging, Office of the Governor.

References: HRS 1968, Chapter 349

SLH, 1963, Act 198
SLH, 1976, Act 217
Records of Governor Quinn: Boards and Commissions, Commission on Aging

Annual Reports of the Commission on Aging, 1973 through 1977 (Call number
HV 1468 .H3 H37 [year])




COMMISSION ON AGING
SERIES DESCRIPTION

Series Number: 475 Series Title: Minutes of the Commission on Aging

Date Range: 1958-1977
Quantity: 0.79 cubic foot in one cubic foot box
Creator: Created or collected by the Commission on Aging

Physical Characteristics/Condition: Consists of letter- and legal-size mimeograph, original
and carbon copy typescript leaves and a small quantity of published material.

Content Description: Consists of minutes of commission meetings with agendas and attached
materials, mostly dated 1975-1977, such as committee reports, reports from county aging
commissions, and tabulated budget information. Contains information on matters such as
planning and conducting workshops; attending conferences and clinics; coordinating with other
agencies such as the Department of Social Services and Housing and the Honolulu Council of
Social Agencies; developing projects and programs for senior citizens, such as Senior Centers
and the Foster Grandparent Program; and applying for federal and institutional grants. Includes
the minutes of two quasi-official predecessor agencies, the Committee on Aging and Chronic
Diseases of the Department of Health, 1958-1959, and the Governor’s Interim Commission on

Aging, 1959-1964.
Arrangement: In chronological order by meeting date.
Access: Unrestricted.

Prepared by: A. Hoof Date Completed: June 29, 2001
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