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Veronica Rocha Energy Consultant 
 
Steve Randall 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
Chair called the meeting order at 9:03 a.m. 

 
2. Introductions and Public Comments 

 
Mark Kennedy is the newly appointed SBCC member representing the BIA and 
replaces Tyler Dillon, who represented the GCA. 
 

3. Review and approval of the minutes of the May 19, 2020 
 

Motion:  Member Carden motioned to approve the May 19, 2020, meeting minutes.  
The motion was seconded by member Kennedy and unanimously approved 

 
4. Updates from the Investigative Committees: 

 
a. Investigative committee for the Structural Provisions for the IBC and the IRC 

2018 Editions 
 

Member Carden stated that he had technical difficulties with the draft 
IBC/IRC, but will try to get it out today.  The draft IRC includes merged AIA 
and SEOGH amendments and a merged IBC will be ready for review in about 
two weeks.  Most of the IRC amendments are carryovers from the 2012 
edition.  He wondered about the inclusion of any part of IRC Section R104 
that addresses the Duties of the Building Official, since the State is statutorily 
not allowed to administer or enforce the codes.  Member Rogers stated that 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands and the Hawaii Housing Authority 
administer and develop State projects for one- and two family dwellings.  The 
DAG Kam offered that the DBEDT’s Hawaii Housing Finance and 
Development has developed a public/private partnership to fund affordable 
housing projects on private lands.  Member Carden added that when 
conventional construction requirements contains structural elements 
exceeding the limits found in the IRC, alternative provisions may be used.  He 
compared wind design criteria and terminology differences in the IBC and the 
IRC.  There are also differences in wind speed for different areas of each 
island. 
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b. Investigative committee for the Non-Structural Provisions of the IBC and the 
IRC 2018 Editions 

 
 Member Myers stated most of the amendments were drafted by former SBCC 

member and AIA representative, Jim Reinhardt.  He reviewed provisions for 
termite treatment, water proofing for foundation walls, and using natural 
wood, like redwood and ohia for foundations, even where termite infestation 
is heavy.  Products like polystyrene were deemed unsuitable for foundation 
walls in Hawaii.  Chapter 11 of the IRC covers energy efficiency like a 
reduced version of the energy code.  Edge protection from corrosion was also 
addressed.  Appendix Q of the IRC has requirements for tiny homes and 
amendments will include square footage increases, along with structural 
requirements. 

 
c. Investigative committee for the International Energy Conservation Code 

(IECC) 2018 Edition 
 
 Chair Wiig stated that Honolulu adopted the IECC 2015 edition with 

amendments and a webinar is being planned.    It will include electric vehicle 
readiness in buildings.  Consideration is being given to adopting the IECC 
2021 edition, which will be published in October 2020, instead of the 2018 
edition.  A comparison shows a vast improvement in energy efficiency. 

 
d. Investigative committee for the Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC) 
 
 Member Serikaku stated the UPC 2021 edition has been published and the 

committee is awaiting copies so a review can proceed.  Any significant 
changes will be evaluated. 

 
e. Investigative committee for the Green Code 2018 Edition 
 
 There was no update. 

 
f. Investigative committee for the Mechanical Code 
 
 There was no update. 

 
g. Investigative committee for the State Fire Code (National Fire Protection 

Association 1 Fire Code 2018 Edition) 
 
 The investigative committee is evaluating new proposed revisions.  Once 

approved by the State Fire Council, the SBCC will be asked for comments and 
recommendations. 
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h. Investigative committee for the Energy Efficiency Code Coordination 
 
 The committee will have another meeting in August 2020. 

 
i. Investigative committee for the State Elevator Code 
 
 There was no update. 
 
j. Investigative committee for the International Existing Building Code 2018 

Edition 
 
 Draft amendments will be included in the IBC amendments. 
 
k. Investigative committee for Boiler and Pressure Vessels 
 
 There was no update. 
 
l. Investigative committee on Health Care Facility Guidelines 
 
 There was no update. 
 

5. Update on communication and training 
 

Chair Wiig stated there will be a webinar on Thursday, June 18, 2020, regarding 
ultraviolet lighting that has shown evidence of limiting the dangers of virus 
exposures, and is currently being used in hospitals.  Anyone interested in 
attending can contact the Chair. 

 
6. Update on county and state adoption of building codes 

 
Hawaii County is moving to adopt the IBC/IRC 2012 editions and the National 
Electrical Code 2017 edition effective August 2, 2020.  The IECC 2015 edition is 
scheduled for adoption in September 2020. 

 
7. Discussion of possible agenda item(s) for next Council meeting 

 
a. Discussion of the IBC/IRC 2018 edition. 
 
b. Discussion of the IECC 2018/2021 editions. 
 
c. Election of the SBCC Vice Chair 
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d. Discussion on code adoption timelines for the State and Counties, the default 
adoption timeline, and what the term “adopting codes on a staggered basis” 
means.   

 
e. Possible meeting of the Subcommittee of Building Officials prior to the next 

meeting. 
 

8. Announcements 
 
There were no further announcements 
 

9. The next meeting will be scheduled for July 21, 2020, at 9:30 a.m. 
 
10. The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 
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