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MINUTES  

 
 

 Attendees:  See attached roster. 
 

1. Call to Order – 10:08 a.m. 
 

2. Introductions, Public Comments 
a. Present Committee members and counsel introduced themselves. 
b. Mr. Kurata acknowledged the guests and asked if there were any comments.  

There were no comments. 
 

3. Minutes of the May 20, 2015 meeting were reviewed and accepted.  The minutes will 
be posted on the Committee’s website.  

 
4. Executive Session – Committee members met to discuss with legal counsel the 

Committee's powers and duties. 
 

5. New Business: 
a. Mr. Kurata gave notice of his resignation as the Committee’s Chairman; 

however, he will still remain on the Committee.  
b. Mr. Kurata asked if there were any nominations for the new Chairman.   

Kevin Kuroda was nominated and the motion was seconded.  There being no 
other nominations, Mr. Kuroda was unanimously voted as the new Chairman.  

i. Mr. Kuroda suggested there be a Vice Chairman in case the Chairman 
is not available.  He then nominated Mr. Kurata due to his knowledge 
of the State Capitol’s operations. The motion was seconded and there 
being no other nominations, Mr. Kurata was unanimously voted as the 
Vice Chairman. 

c. The Committee received a letter (Attachment A) from the Senate President 
requesting the Committee to approve the policies and procedures (P & P) of 
the House and Senate.  Ms. Kam, the Committee’s counsel, advised that the 
Act creating this Committee did not invalidate the existing House and Senate 
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P & P, and that the existing P & P are still valid, and that the Committee can 
also approve amendments to the P & P in the future.   

 
i. Mr. Kawate, Senate President’s Chief of Staff, came forward and 

passed out a proposed motion (Attachment B), then requested approval 
by the Committee.  Ms. Kam advised that since the agenda did not 
include an entry for the Committee's approval of the House and Senate 
policies and procedures manuals, voting to approve those manuals at 
today's meeting may violate the Sunshine Law.  She stated that she 
will consult with the Office of Information Practices (OIP) on this 
issue.  Senator Dela Cruz suggested that they take a vote today and if 
the OIP says that this is not the correct action, it will be re-voted upon 
at the next meeting. Mr. Kuroda asked the other Committee members 
for their opinion.  A motion was made to approve the Rules of the 
House, Rules of the Senate, the House Administrative and Financial 
Manual, and the Administrative and Financial Manual of the Senate 
(The House and Senate’s existing P & P).   The motion was seconded, 
voted upon and unanimously approved.  Mr. Kawate requested to be 
notified should this matter need to be re-voted on. 

ii. Mr. Kuroda commented that there are instances where various 
complaints and requests are brought up to a particular agency.  In these 
cases, each agency should address these issues on their own.  If the 
issue cannot be resolved, then the Committee will address the issue. 

 
6. Next Meeting Date:  To be determined. 

 
7. Adjournment – 11:17 a.m. 
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