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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:





   
          

       

Contact:  Daryl Fujiwara, Telephone:  808-264-8779

NÄ KAMEHAMEHA COMMEMORATIVE PÄ‘Ü PARADE & HO‘OLAULE‘A

Saturday, June 16, 2012

Parade - Front St./ Ho'olaule'a - Kamehameha 'Iki Park - Lahaina, Maui

8:30am Road Closure / 9am Ho'olaule'a / 9:45am Parade

The Na Kamehameha Commemorative Pā‘ū  Parade & Ho'olaule'a Planning Committee would like to warmly invite you to commemorate and celebrate our ali’i through the 2012 State Commission theme “Holomua Kamehameha" – Honoring The 125 Years of Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop's Educational Legacy.

The NKCPPH festivities will take place on Saturday, June 16 at 9:00am at Kamehameha 'Iki Park. The parade will commence at 9:45am from Kenui St. down Front St. to Shaw St. Following the parade is a ho'okupu ceremony at Moku’ula Ahu. The ho'olaule'a will include exhibits and tours by Friends of Moku’ula, Hui O Wa’a Kaulua, Makahiki Games with Kula Kaiapuna ma Nahienaena, a pa'u awards presentation, food booths, Maui made crafters and entertainment. The festivities are scheduled to last until sunset.

Please be advised the change of the ho'olaule'a location to Kamehameha 'Iki Park, next to 505 Front Street.

Major elements of the program: 

· Admission to the parade and ho‘olaule‘a is FREE!

· Cultural Exhibits & Tours: 

· Hui O Wa‘a Kaulua – Exhibit and walking tour of hālau wa'a - Voyaging in the Pacific and Mo‘olele - We are voyagers. Our ancestors came from across the Pacific Ocean on a double-hull voyaging canoe and settled to these islands we now call home. On a canoe, they were able to sustain themselves for weeks at a time, in the middle of the ocean.  (more info at http://www.huiowaakaulua.com/about.htm)

· Friends of Moku‘ula – Walking tour of Moku‘ula 
- Lying virtually undisturbed for almost a century, Moku'ula, a political and spiritual center, and ancient home of Maui's Chiefly lines. Archaeology has confirmed the existence of Moku'ula, the royal residences and mausoleum, and Mokuhinia, a large spring fed natural wetland containing taro patches and fishponds. (more info at www.mokuula.com/)

· Pā‘ū Exhibit – Meet and greet the Pā‘ū princesses and riders, viewing of Pā‘ū documentary and lei auction. 

· Keiki Activities – Traditional Makahiki Games with Kula Kaiapuni O Maui ma Nahi'ena'ena (A Hawaiian Immersion K-5 School)

· Pā‘ū Parade: To showcase the Art of Pā‘ū, a visual demonstration of Hawaiian equestrian styling, as well as gather Maui County organizations and community to honor the Kamehameha lineage. (more info below)

· Commentators stations are increased to seven locations along the parade route (that include Longhi‘s, Kimo‘s, Cheeseburger in Paradise, Lāhainā Pizza Co., The Wharf, and Entertainment Stage at Kamehameha 'Iki Park)

· Maui Made Arts & Crafts: Observe sustainability by utilizing Maui Artisans, Crafters and Businesses, hosted by the Lāhainā Hawaiian Civic Club

· Royal Court, Ho‘okupu Ceremony: Hosted by Friends of Moku‘ula and held at Moku‘ula Ahu

· Live Local Entertainment: Local Musical Artists, Hālau Hula, and Polynesian Dancing

· Awards Presentation: Awards are given to Most Outstanding Walking Unit/Marching Unit, Decorated Vehicle, Floats, Pooperscooper, Pā‘ū Unit, Pā‘ū Princess, and the Perpetual Pā‘ū Princess Award.

· Lei Making

· Pā‘ū Documentary – Linday Lindsey continues this year with the documentation of Pā‘ū in hopes of keeping the knowledge preserved.

· Pa‘u Exhibit – Meet and greet the pa‘u princesses and riders, viewing of pa‘u documentary, and lei

· Emcee: Toddy Lilikoi 

· Entertainment by the Napili Kai Foundation and more.

ROAD CLOSURE NOTICE!

Front Street will be closed to traffic starting at Kenui Street at 8:30 a.m.  At 9:00 a.m., all subsequent cross-streets will be closed.  These streets include Baker St., Papalaua St., Lahainaluna Rd., Dickenson St., and Prison St.  Maui Police Department and community volunteers will be posted at each intersection to regulate the road closure.

9:00 A.M. - HO‘OLAULE‘A OPEN 

9:45 A.M. - PARADE BEGINS

12 P.M. - HO‘OKUPU CEREMONY

1:00 P.M. - PA‘U AWARDS CEREMONY

ENTERTAINMENT AND CRAFTERS WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL 5:00 P.M.

Planning Co-Chairs for this year's event are Daryl Fujiwara of Smythe Fujiwara Design and Matthew Erickson of the Lahaina Hawaiian Civic Club. Pä'ü Co-Chairs are Crystal Smythe (Pä'ü Co-Coordinator), Sue Lincoln (Pä'ü Coordinator)

For more information about the parade and the ho‘olaule‘a please call 808-264-8779.  Mahalo Nui Loa! 

MORE ABOUT PÄ‘Ü 

The Art of  PÄ‘Ü (http://www.bigisland.org/activities-cultural/470/pau-riders):

In 1875, vibrant writer Isabella Bird, wrote with awe about her arrival to the ÒSandwich Islands.Ó She was curiously impressed with the HawaiiansÕ love of horses, particularly the women.

ÒEvery now and then a flower-wreathed Hawaiian woman, in her full radiant garment, sprang on one of these animals astride, and dashed along the road at full gallop, sitting on her horse as square and easy as a hussarÉThe women seemed perfectly at home in their gay, brass-bossed, high peaked saddles, flying along astride, barefooted, with their orange and scarlet riding dresses streaming on each side beyond their horsesÕ tails, a bright kaleidoscopic flash of bright eyes, white teeth, shining hair, garlands of flowers and many-coloured dressesÉSometimes a troop of twenty of these free-and-easy female riders went by at a time, a graceful and exciting spectacle, with a running accompaniment of vociferation and laughterÉMany of the women were in flowing riding-dresses of pure white, over which their unbound hair, and wreaths of carmine-tinted flowers fell most picturesquely.

This is one of the best early descriptions of the beautiful tradition of pau riding, carried on today in pageants and parades throughout the state. Yards and yards of brilliant fabric, usually of an islandÕs particular color, go into long skirts and saddle decorations. And, thousands of flower blossoms are strung and woven into lei for horses as well as riders.

But how did such an elaborate custom begin?

From the beginning, Hawaiian people loved horses, and the women had no interest in riding side-saddle, in spite of the missionariesÕ disapproval. The wahine hitched up their long dresses from the back, tucked them in around their legs and rode Òastride,Ó letting their skirts pau flag out behind as they paraded through town in their finery. If they had to travel any distance, they might wrap a long sheet of muslin around themselves to keep dust and mud off their good clothes. Special occasions of course demanded special costumes and lei, for horse as well as rider.

Like a kind of Òhula on horsebackÓ the pau riding unit grew into an essential element of parades and other festive gatherings. From 1965-1983, ÒAuntie AnnaÓ Lindsey Perry-Fiske hosted fully scripted and choreographed Hawaiian history pageants in her Waimea front yard. The ÒOld Hawaii on HorsebackÓ celebration was one of the social events of the season, always led by Anna herself as queen for the day, draped in the finest pau fabrics and lei. Her notorious skill and style as a pau rider took her all the way to the Calgary Stampede and the Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade.

Today youÕll see pau riders during Aloha Festivals and other island parades, with beautiful women wrapped in a rainbow of satiny yardage, draped with fabulous lei on their shoulders and hats, and on their horsesÕ necks and hooves. Usually a pau queen leads the procession, dressed in red, followed the islandsÕ princesses, ladies in waiting and paniolo ÒoutriderÓ adorned in the colors and flowers particular to each island, eight in all. Red with ohia lehua represents the island of Hawaii; pink with lokelani for Maui, gray or blue with hina hina for Kahoolawe; orange with kaunaoa for Lanai green with kukui for Molokai, yellow with ilima for Oahu, , purple with mokihana for Kauai and white or brown with pupu o Niihau for the tiny Island of Niihau.

