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COMPTROLLER'S MEMORANDUM 1997-29

TO: HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS

SUBJECT: Operating State Vehicles
Seat Beit Law
Chapter 291-11.6 H.R.S.

All departments are requested to remind their employees to use seat
belts when operating or sitting in the front seat of a state motor vehicle.
The mandatory use of seat belts is particularly important when driving
vehicles equipped with air bags.

This information should be distributed to all employees with a
departmental policy that violators would be subject to citation and/or
disciplinary action for violating work safety rules.

SAM CAILL

State Comatrolier

Enclosure



T e s

4
/_.9 §291-11.w Maundatory use of scat belts, when, pens.. (8} Execpt as
wiherwise pravided by Jaw, no person:

(1) Shall operate a motor vehicle upon any public highway unless the person
: is restrained by ¢ seat belt assembly and any passengers in the front scat of
‘ tle motor vehicle are restrained by a seat belt assembly i between the
i ages of fous and fifteen or are resitained pursuant to section 291-1 154
© under the age of four; :

281-11.6 MOTOR AND OTHER VEIICLES

(2) I fificen yeam of age or more shall be a passenger in the from seat of &
mwtv velivle Leing vpciaicd vpvu sny publiv bighway wilcss such
person s restrained by a seat beit assembly.

As used in this acction **scat belt asscmbly’® means the acat belt asscinbly
required to be in the motor vehicle under any foderal moter vehicle safety siandard
igsucd pursuent to Public Law 89-362, the federal Notonal Traffic and Motor
Vehicle Safety Act of 1966, as amended, unless original replacement seat belt
asscmblics are not reedily available. 3f replocoment asemblics are nol reudily
avaitable, sest belis of federally approved materials with similar protective charsce
toristics may be used. Such repiecenent toit belt aszemUlies shall be pernunenty
marked by the beh manufacturer indicuting compliance with 2] applicable federal
standards,

(®) The passengers of the followlng motor vehicles shall be exempt from the
requiremnents of this section: emergency and mass transit vehicies. Further exemp-
tions from this section may be esiablished by rules adopted by the department of
transporiation pursunat 10 chapter 91,

As used in 1his section, unless the context etherwise requires:

“Emergency vehicle'’ meuns an ambulance, & firefightiog or seseue vehicle, or
u police vehicle while on duty.

sMass transit vehicle' means a bus, inchuding a schaol bus (but excluding &
charter or sightseeing service bus) with a gross vehicle weight rating that is over
10,000 paunds, whethar pablinly ar privataly awned, which provides service tn the
generul public or provides apecial scrvice on 2 reguler or continuing basis,

(c) No parson shall he guilty of vialnting this sscting if:

{}) ‘The person it in a motor vehicle which is nol requires to be equipped with

a 1cat helt assembly nnder any federal moter vehicle safety aiandard
unless the vehicle is in fact cquipped with a scat belt assembly;

(2) ‘The person uot restrained by a s¢at belt assembly is in & vehicle in which
the nuimbsr of persons exceeds the number of scat bell assemblies avail-
able in the vehicie or the amnber of seat belt assemblics originally
installed in the vehicle, whichever is greater; provided that all availsble
scat belt asscmblics arc being used to restrain passengers:

(3) ‘The person not restrained by & seat belt assembly has a conditlon which
prevents appropriate resiraint by the scat belt assembly; provided such
condition is duly certificd by & physician who shall state the nature of the
condition, us well ns the reason such resirnimt is inappropriate;

{4} ‘The person not resirained by a seat bell assembly is operating a faxicabor
other motor vehicle wilized in performing a bona fide metered taxicab
scrvice which is regulated under chapter 269 or by county ondinance and
is carrying passcngers in the vehicle in the course of performing texicab
services; or

(5)  Onherwise eaxempted by wles adopted by the deparument of ransporfation
pursuan o chapter 91.

tdy  This section shall nui be deemed (o change exising Jaws, rules, ur
proccdurce pertaining i a trial of a civil wclion for damages for personal injurics or
denth sustained in a motor vehicle accident.

(&) A person who fails 10 comply with the requirements of this saction shall
be subject 10 a fine of $20 for each vioktion but shall not be guilty of a violation for
which points shali be gssesscd pursusnt 0 section 2865128, |L 19R5, 0 235, §1:am L
1586, ¢ 40, §1 aud ¢ 238, §1: am L 1987, ¢ 206, §1: am L 1958, ¢ 223, §1]




